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4 
were, in other refpects, far from agreeable : but that I 
referved for a fpecial meflage, a more particular commu- 
nication on this interefting fubject. This communication 
I now make. 


The complaints of the French minifter embraced moft 
of the tranfactions of our government in relation to 
France, from an early period of the prefent war; which, 
therefore, it was necelfary carefully to review. A col- 
lection has been formed of letters and papers relating to 
thofe tranfactions, which I now lay before you, with a 
letter to Mr- Pinckney, our minifter at Paris, containing 
an examination of the notes of the French minifter, and 
fuch information as I thought might be ufeful to Mr. D 
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Pinckney, in any further reprefentations he might find ne- te 
ceflary tobe madeto the French government. The im- S 
mediate object of his miffion was to make to that govern- n 
ment fuch explanations of the principles and conduct of 
our own, as, by manifefting our good faith, might remove h 
all jealoufy and difcontent, and maintain that harmony and 
good underftanding with the French Republic, which it uC 
has been my conftant folicitude to preferve. A govern- 
mnent which required only a knowledge of the truth, to juf- 
tify its meafures, could not but be anxious to have this ful- if 
ly and frankly difplayed. z 
G. WASHINGTON. os 
UNITED States, } 
JanuaPy 19, 1797 . 
To give the /etter, accompanying this meflage, 
is impoffible ; nor would its infertion here, per- > 
haps, anfwer any ufeful purpofe ; as it has alrea- «“« 
dy been publifhed both in the public papers and « 
in a pamphlet. It is, however, neceffary to ob- “ 


ia 


ferve, that it fhould be read and weil remember- 
ed by every one, who is interefted in the honour 
and happinefs of this country. <Adet’s charges bi 
againft the Federal government, which were com- 7 
batted in the November Cenfor, have here met - 
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with a more ample refutation ; reafoning that ne- 
ver can be overturned, becaufe founded on faés 
that never can be denied. The niotives of the 
infidious friendfhip of the French, from firft to 
laft, are completely unveiled: in place of a debt 
of gratitude, it is now clear that America owes 
them nothing but refentment and contempt : re- 
fentment for their treachery and contempt for 
their threats. 


As a compofition, this letter reflefis great ho- 
nour on the writer. Mr. Pickering as been con- 
temptuoufly called a fucceffor im form to the late 
Secretary of State ; but, the judicious arrange- 
ment, the perfpicuous ftyle and the manly fen- 
timents of this voluminous ftate paper, fhows that 
he is not a fucceffor either in form or in fubftance 
to the bungling and prevaricating Randolph. 


Upon the reafonable fuppofition, that very few, 
if any of my readers, ever fee the Gallician Ga- 
zette of Benjamin Franklin Bache, it may not be 
amifs totake notice of the cenfure with which this 
clumfy tool of an unprincipled faétion has ho- 
noured the publication of Mr. Pickering’s letter. 


“ The Executive pretended that they wifh to preferve 
“ agood underftanding with the French Republic, and 
«< yet they are purfuing every mode which can havea 
“ tendency to embroilus with that country. The letter of 
“ man Timothy to Mr-Pinckney is a ftrong evidence of this 
“intention. This letter endeavours infidioufly to criminate 
“< the Republic for the conduct of the monarchy, and con- 
“tains as much irritation as couldbe conveyed from the admi- 
“« niftration. Whatis moit remarkable is, that the letter 
*¢ is defigned as a guide to our minifler, and yet is pub- 
“« lifhed here before it can have poffibly reached France, 





« 
«ec 
“c 
“ 


“ 
“ 
“cc 
“ 
“c 
“ 
“ 
cc“ 
“c 
“cc 
< 
ce 
“cc 
<< 
“ 
“< 
«c 
“< 
‘é 
a 
‘6 
“ 
“c 


«<¢ 


and indeed when it muft be believed that the publica- 
tion and the letter itfelf will reach tat country at the 
fametime- Is the matter or manner of this letter in 
the ftyle of conciliation ? 


** Doesit not, on the contrary, breathe a difpofition to 
excite new recriminations on the part of the Directory ? 
Does it not feem defigned to clofe the door of amicable 
accommodation? Would the publication have been 
made, unlefs there exifted a difpofition in our govern- 
ment to put France at defiance? If accommodation was 
the object, would the refiec?ions have been made public 
againft the French nation? That a letter defigned asa 
kind of inftruction to our minifter fhould have been 
made public before it reached him, is one among the ab- 
furdities which have eharacterifed the adminiftration.-— 
If a reftoration of harmony was in the ferious contem- 
plation of the Executive, he would have tranfmitted the 
Jetter and have kept the Directory ignorant of its irri- 
tating contents until every profpect of accommodation 
was atan end, and then it would have been time enough 
to make it known in juftification of the adminiftration ; 
but to doit at this time {trongly implies a difpofition ta 
excite fuch reféntments as fhall put reconciliation en- 
tirely outof the queftion. It has ever been the opini- 
on of thofe who obferved the conduct of the Executive, 
that they were the enemies of the French Republic, 
their declarations to the contrary notwithftanding, and 
ifany additional evidence was neceflary to eftablith the 
belief, the letter to Mr. Pinckney will not Jeave a 
doubt on the mind of any unprejudiced American,” 


Does noi this found well from the man, wha 


juftified Citizen Adet’s contemptuous appeal from 
the government to the people ? Who publifhed 
that appeal, and who, left its feditious tendenc 
fhould be defeated by delay, publifhed an abttrad 
of it, with a commentary ftill more inflammatory 
than the appeal itfelf? 
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The French have a right to do whatever they 
pleafe : infult, beat, tread upon : brave the go- 
vernment, accufe it of every crime that malice 
can invent; but the government of the United 
States muft not think of retaliating, nor even of 
juftifying itfelf to thofe, before whom it has been 
fo falfely and infolently accufed! The /u/pended 
Adet tells the people of America, and the whole 
world, that the Federal Government has iffued a 
declaration of znfdious neutrality ; that it aéts by 
chicane ; that from the courts of juftice no ju/fice is 
to be expected; that the treaty with France has been 
violated ; that, in fhort, the condué& of the goverh- 
ment has been marked by every trait of cowar- 
dice and perfidy. The Prefident would have 
been fully Pv uftified ; in a perfeét retaliation; that 
is, in caufing the refutation of thefe calumnious 
charges to be publifhed ix France, and that too 
in a language equally daring with that of Citizen 
Adet ; but he hasthought this beneath the refpeé 
due to himfelf and to the nation with whofe con- 
fidence he has fo long been, and yet is, honoured. 
He has, therefore, been content with juftifying his 
condué in the eyes of his conftituents. Yet this 
is too much for the full grown grandchild of Doc- 
tor Franklin: itis “irritating,” and calculated to 
* clofe the door of amicable negociation.” It is 
irritating for a man ‘odeny the falfehoods that have 
been vomited forth againft him, and to prove, to 
thofe who has invefted him with power, that he 
hasnot betrayed his truft, | 

Novel as this doétrine appears, neither Mr. 
Bache nor any of his friends can claim the honour 
ef the invention. It is borrowed from the code 
ef the Revolutionary Tribunal of France, that 
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hopper of the famous national mill, vulgarly call- 
ed the guillotine. In this bloody court, xo evi- 
dence is heard in favour of the accufed. As much 
againft him as you pleafe, fo that there be no lofs 
of time. 


This was the form of procefs intended for the 
Prefident and his officers of ftate. Citizen Adet 
difcharges his duty as accufateur public, configns 
them over tothe “national juftice,” and his ad- 
vocate Citizen Bache now complains, that they 
have had the impudence to reply. 


T fhall leave guillotine lawyer Bache to con- 
tinue his pleadings and to receive his merited re- 
ward, bundles of aflignats and millions of honeft 
curfes, and fhall juft take notice of one or two 
articles of accufation which were not contained 
in the Diplomatic Blunderbufs, but which have 
come to light through Mr. Pickering’s letter. — 
«« Indeed,” fays he, “the French Minifter has 
‘«< difcovered an aptitude to complain. I may 
“« cite, as inftances, his letters of the gth of Ja- 
«¢ nuary and 3d of March 1796: the former, be- 
« caufe the colours of France, which he had pre- 
« fented to the United States, were not perma- 
« nently fixed and difplayed before Congre/s: the 
‘¢ latter, becaufe fome printers of almanacs or 
*‘ other periodical publications in the United 
«« States, in arranging the names of the foreign 
‘«* minifters and agents refident amongft us, had 
« placed thofeof Grea®Britain before thofe of France 
“ and Spain! Mr. Adet defired my declaration 
** in writing that the government of the United 
“ States had no co\cern in printing the works in 
* which the agents/of the French republic were 
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“ regiftered after thofe of Great-Britain, and that 
<< the works themfelves might be fuppreffed. I gave 
‘* him an anfwer in writing with my confent to 
“ his publifhing it in the newfpapers, agreeably 
“ to his requeft. The anfwer ftates that in mat- 
“ ters of this kind the government did not and 
«* could not interfere. With regard to the co- 
‘*« jours, I muft obferve, that in what concerns 
“ our foreign relations, the Prefident being the 
“ fole reprefentative of the people of the United 
«* States, they were properly prefented to him. 
“ He received them with all potlible refpect, and 
* direéted them to be depofited with our national 
“ archives, that both might be preferved with 
“* equal care.” 

The flag thould, by right, have been permanent- 
ly difplayed before the eyes of Congrefs, to re- 
mind them of their duty towards the ‘* terrible 
nation ;” but thea, the Citizen did not perceive 
that a great difhculty would have occurred from 
our having two chambers. ‘To have cut afunder 
the emblem of fraternal love would have been a 
portentous fign; and, though the members of 
the Senate, who would have wifhed to rally under 
a fans-culotte rag, were few in number, yet there 
is no reafon to believe that they would have pati- 
ently left their friends of the other Houfe in the 
fole enjoyment of the honourable ombrage. They 
would have wrangled like the Goddefles for the 
apple, or, rather, like dogs fora bone. The Pre- 
fident, undoubtedly, forefaw this, and therefore he 
wifely determined to take it from them altogether, 
and to lock it up fafely with the Archives of the 
United States, where neither moth nor ruft, nor 


any thing elfe, doth corrupt. How different would 
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its fituation have been, had it remained continual- 
ly difplayed in the Hall ! 


If my memory does not deceive me, the Ame- 
rican flag was carried to the Convention by Citi- 
zen Barney. This man has ever fhown an un- 
common zeal for the honour of the flag of his 
country ; for, 1 remember, that he wrote a very 
pathetic letter from Jamaica, addreffed to a mem- 
ber of Congrefs, exprefling the grief of his at once 
noble and tender heart, at feeing the American 
flag hung up reversed under that of Great-Britain, 
while he himfelf was in irons, and confequently 
unable “to avenge his dear country’s wrongs.” 
Since thofe unhappy days Citizen Barney is be- 
come a French commodore of two frigates, and 
will probably rife to the rank of Admiral, if con- 
traty winds fhould not drive him in the way of 
the cruizers of the enemy. He was fometime 
fkulking about the Weft-India feas, and fo be re- 
venged of the Britifb for infulting the American 
flag, what does the brave commodore do, but feize 
an American merchantman, fwing her flag up re- 
versed under that of France, and clap the captain 
in. irons. ‘There’s retaliation for you. There’s 
avenging his “ dear country’s wrongs.” !—A few 
fuch inftances of patriotifm will, I hope, convince 
the Britifh, and every other infolent overbearing 
nation, that, however vengeance may fleep fora 
time, the American flag will never be infulted with 
impunity, while there are Barneys in exiftence. 


To return and take farewel of the French co- 
lours ; it is well enough to obferve, that, on the 
day or day after, the French Minifter made his 
complaint to the Secretary of State, refpeéting 
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the fate of the colours, the very fame complaint 
was made in Bache’s Gazette. Not that I would 
infinuate that Mr. Bache is in the pay of the Con- 
vention, and that his paper has no other fupport : 
the minds of the public have long been made up 
as to that point. But it is fomething worth ob- 
ferving, asit ftrongly tends to prove, that exaétly 
the fame thought may ftrike, at the fame moment, 
two perfons who have xof the /eaf? connection with 
each other. 


The complaint againft the “/manac- Makers has 
more of the ridiculous in it than any thing to be 
found on the records of upftart apifhnefs. Be- 
caufe the defpots of Paris had ityled themielves 
the legiflators of the Univerfe, it entered into the 
fapient fkull of Citizen Adet, that they were fo in 
reality, and that, of courfe, it was a fpecies of 
treafon to rank their agent beneath thofe of other 
powers. 


This complaint fhows how narrowly they watch 
us. They dog us like our murderers. They are 
every where, and in every fhape. They infinuate 
themfelves into all companies, among every de- 
{cription of the people. They tentall our aétions, 
words and looks. ‘To rate the number of their 
{pies, fpread over the. United States, at five thou- 
fand, is keeping far within compafs. 


The demanding of a poftive declaration, that 
the government had wo hand in the publications in 
queftion, proves clearly that the Citizen looked 
upon that government as in a ftate of abfolute de- 
pendence on his own; and his requefting that the 
C 
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Almanacs, &c. “ might be fuppreffed,” gives us 
a tolerable idea of that liberty of the prefs, which 
we fhall enjoy, when we fall under the jurifdiGion 
of the French. * That the works themfelves 
might be supprefsed”! It would appear that the 
fun-beams of liberty, that have lately broken in 
upon the French, have had no very great effec 
on Citizen Adet. I have always faid, that they 
know nothing of freedom but the name, and here 
we have a proof of it. The Citizen thought that 
our government was like his own; that the laws 
were a mere mockery, and that we were as com- 
pletely in bondage as the flaves of Paris, who are 
led to the guillotine for printing the Lord’s Pray- 
er or the Decalogue. Poor minifter of the “ ter- 


| 





rible nation”! How muft he have fmarted at my 


anfwer to his Blunderbufs, and how will he fmart 
if he fhould remain here till I print an Almanac! 
I will put his name beneath thofe of the Envoys 
of the Savages of America ; for I am fure every 
one will allow,,that the nations they reprefent are 
far more reputable and humane than his. I will 
range him after Citizens Cornplanter, Bull-Dog, 
and Dog’s-Head. Should we receive a minifter 
from the Hottentots, who wear unemptied guts 
round their carcaffes, as the more brutifh fondfie- 
naires publics in France do their tricolored fearfs ; 
fhould we receive a minifter from this polite peo- 
ple, that of regenerated France fhall come after 
him in my Almanac. 


If the Citizen was ignorant enough to fuppofe, 
that the government could fupprefs one publica- 
tion, he certainly muft believe that its power ex- 
tended to others alfo ; and then, how comes it to 
yafs, that he had not demanded the suppre/ion of 
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fome other works, that I could mention (if I dar- 
ed), which feem to be better calculated for giving 
offence than a poor inoffenfive Almanac. But, 
in thefe, [ fuppofe, the Citizen found nothing to 
wound that little fomething, which, it feems, tic- 
kles the hearts of republicans as well as thofe of 
royalifts. It is diverting enough to fee the vanity 
of a democratic citizen breaking out into com- 
plaints about precedence ; about the poft of ho- 
nour in a two-penny Almanac, and an Almanac 
too of the “ O/d Styl.” The reptiles that have 
fprung up out of the ruins of the French nobility, 
are ten thoufand times more bloated with vanity 
than that nobility, or any other, ever was. They 
know they are defpifed, and they wifh to obtain 
by force what the will refufes them. They have 
fully verified the old maxim: “Set a beggar on 
horfe-back, and he'll ride to the devil.” 


There are fome other faéts that Mr. Pickering’s 
letter has brought to light, which will command 
attention another time ; for the prefent I muft 
leave them, to record an event that reflects as 
much honour on the people of America as it pro- 
mifes them profperity : I mean the election of Mr. 
John Adams to the office of Prefident of the U- 
nited States. 


HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES. 
Fes. Sru. 


The Speaker informed the Houfe that the hour was 
come at which they had appointed to meet the Senate, 
for the purpofe of counting the votes for, and declaring 
the election of a Prefident and Vice-Prefident of the U- 
nited States ; and that the Clerk would inform the Senate, 
they were ready to receive them. 
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The Clerk accordingly waited upon the Senate, and 
the Prefident and Members of the Senate, foon after en- 
tered and took their feats, the Prefident on the right hand 
of the Speaker of the Houfe of reprefentatives, and the 
Members of the Senate on the fame fide of the chamber ; 
when the Prefident of the Senate (Mr- Adams) thus ad- 
drefled the two Houfes : 


“¢ Gentlemen of the Senate, and Gentlemen 
of the Houfe of Reprsfentatives, 

‘«¢ The purpofe for which we are affembled is expreffed 
in the following Refolutions [He here read the refolutions 
which had been entered into by the two Houfes relative 
to this bufinefs]. I have received Packets containing the 
Certificates of the votes of the Electors for a Prefident 
and Vice-Prefident of the United States from all the {ix- 
teen States of the Union: I have alfo received Duplicates 
of thefe returns by Poft from fifteen of the States. No 
duplicate from the State of Kentucky is yet come to hand. 


«¢ It has been the practice heretofore on fimilar occa- 
fions, to begin with the returns from the State at one end 
of the United States, and to proceed to the other; I hall 
therefore do the fame at this time.”’ 


Mr. Adams then took up the packet from the State of 
Tenneflee, and after having read the fuperfcription, broke 
the feal, and read the certificate of the election of the 
Electors. He then gave it to the Clerk of the Senate, 
requefting him to read the report of the Electors, which 
he accordingly did. All the papers were then handed to 
the Tellers, vize Mr. Sedgwick on the part of the Senate, 
and Metirs. Sitgreaves amd Parker on the part of the 
Houfe of Reprefentatives ; and when they had noted the 
contents, the Prefident of the Senate proceeded with the 
other States. 


All the retarns having been gone through, Mr. Sedg.- 
wick reported, that, according to order, the Tellers ap- 
pointed by the two Houfes had performed the bufinefs af- 
figned them, and reported thie refult. 
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Then the Prefident of the Senate addrefled the two 
Houfes thus: 


“¢ Gentlemen of the Senate, and Gentlemen 


of the Houfe of Reprefentatives, 


‘¢ By the Report which has been made to me by the 
Tellers appointed by the two Houfes to examine the votes, 
there are 71 votes for fone Adams, 68 for Thomas Jef- 
ferfon, 59 for Thomas Pinckney, 30 for Aaron Burr, 15 
for Samuel Adams, 11 for Oliver Ellworth, 7 for George 
Clinton, 5 for John Jay, 3 for James Iredell, 2 for 
George Wafhington, 2 for John Henry, 2 for Samuel 
Johnion, and 1 for C. C. Pinckney. The whole num- 
ber of votes are 138; 70 votes, therefore, make a ma- 
jority ; fo that the Perfon who has. 71 votes, which is 
the higheft number, is elected Prefident, and the Per- 
fon who has 68 votes, which is the next higheft num- 
ber, is elected Vice-Prefident.” 


The Prefident of the Senate then fat down for a 
monent, and rifing again, thus addrefled the two Houfes : 


“ In obedience to the Conftitution and Laws of the 
United States, and to the commands of both Houfes of 
| Congrefs, expreffed in their refolutions paffed in the pre- 
_ fent feffion, I declare that Joun Apams is elected Pre- 
fident of the United States, for four years, to commence 
on the 4th day of March next; and that THomas Jer- 
_ FERSON is elected Vice-Prefident of the United States, for 
_ four years, to commence on the 4th day of March next- 
And may the Sovereign of the Univerfe, the Ordainer of 
Civil Government on Earth, for the prefervation of Li- 
berty, Juftice and Peace among{t Men, enable them both 
to difcharge the duties of thofe offices, with confcientious 
diligence, punctuality and perfeverance.” 


Thus ended the triumph of the caufe of order 
over that of anarchy and confufion ; and thus 
Citizen Adet’s Blunderbufs was proved to be an 
inftrument of found and not of execution. 


See 
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The friends of America, all over the world, will 
congratulate her on this event; will applaud the 
wifdom of her choice. Mr. Adams’s learning, his 
wifdom, and his integrity, are univerfally known, 
and as univerfally acknowledged, except by 
the partizans of democratic tyranny. To this 
he has long been a declared and formidable foe, 
and that he will ever continue fo, the fteady per- 
feverance exhibited in his paft life is a fufficient 
fecurity. 


At any time whatever, to fee fuch a man at the 
head of the Federal Government, muft have been 
a fource of fatisfaétion to every well-difpofed mind ; 
but at the prefent crifis it is particularly fo. Well 
affured that he is neither to be deceived nor in- 
timidated, the at once infidious and infolent ene- 
mies of our profperity and independence will put 
on the appearance, at leaft, of mederation : and 
though juftice for the paft is not in their power, 
they will be deterred from any further commiflion 
of injuftice. How much they dread his adminiftra- 
tion is beft determined by their efforts to keep him 
from the Prefidential Chair. They forefaw that his 
election would be the death-ftroketo their intrigues 
at Philadelphia, and eventually to the propaga- 
tion of their abominable principles in this exten- 
five country. That infidels may for once prove 
prophets, is my fincere and hearty with,as I believe 
it is of nine-tenths of the community. 


Regarding, as I do, the elevation of Mr. Adams 
as a national blefling, I fhould think myfelf want- 
ing in juftice to thofe, to whom (under heaven) 
we owe it, were I to omit giving their meritorious 
exertions as much publicity as it lies in my power 
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togive. Under this perfuafion, and with this 
view, it is, that I here infert a return of the votes of 
the feveral ftates; that the reader may fee at one 
glance the proportion of gratitude due to each.— 
It will be fufficient to give a detail ofthe votes for 
Adams and Jefferfon only, the reft having been 
diftributed more from policy than choice. 


ADAMs. JEFFERSON. 
N.Hampfhire - 6 
Vermont - - 4 
Maflachufetts - 16 
Rhode-Ifland - 
“onneéticut = - 
N. York - - 1 
N. Jerfey - - 
Pennfylvania - 
Delaware - - 
Maryland - - 
Virginia - - 
N.Carolina - - 
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S. Carolina - 8 
Georgia - - 4 
Kentucky - - 4 
Tenneflee - - 3 
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It is a notorious fa&, that in this ele€&tion, the 
partizans of France, or rather of the French ty- 
rants, were ranged in oppofition to the friends of 
the FederalGovernment. I do notinfinuate that Mr. 
Jefferfon would now with to fee this government 
fubverted; but, itis well known, it has been often 
afferted and as often proved, that he has ever been 
oppofed to the principles on which it is eftablith- 
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ed, and on which it muft ftand, if it ftands at all. 
His partiality for the deftru@tivefyftem of the up- 
ftart rulers of France is alfo well known. His 
philosophy and politics perfe&tly harmonize with 
theirs. His partizans, fo far from denying his be- 
ing a deift, defend it: and his public recommen- 
dation of the infamous Tom Paine’s Rights of Man, 
as a means of oppofing “ the political herefies 
‘«* which have fprung up amongft us,” fufficiently 
explains his political creed. 


That the French regicides looked to him as a 
proper inftrument for facilitating their encroach- 
ments on the independence of America, no one 
can doubt, that has read Fauchet’s intercepted let- 
ter and the menacing notes of Citizen Adet, and 
that has been a witffefs of the @leCioneeringIn- 
trigues of their hirelings. 


Proof has been too often given to need repeti- 
tion here, that the great object of the French has 
ever been, and ftill is, to cut off all communica- 
tion between this country and Great Britain, asthe 
only effectual means of rendering us totally de- 
pendent on themfelves. Confcious of their own 
inability, in a fair competition, to fupplant Great 
Britain as the manufacturer for America; and 
confcious alfo that the infeparable and growing 
iaterefts of the two countries muft produce a per- 
fe& reconciliation, and may finally lead to an 
alliance that would for ever fruftrate their projeds, 
they have miffed no opportunity of exerting their 
influence to deftroy an intercourfe, dangerous to 
their ambition and to that alone. The endea- 
vours of their partizans have uniformly tended to 
this point. They have, indeed, varied their 
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means, but the end has always been the fame.— 
Firft, it was propofed (and the propofition was 
brought forward at a favourable junéture) to dif- 
courage the trade with Britain by impofing 
heavier duties on goods imported thence than on 
thofe imported from France. The pretext, the 
miferable pretext, forthis, was, to force Great Bri- 
tain into a commercial treaty with America! Du- 
plicity unmatched, and almoft incredible! The 
men, who brought forward this propofition, have 
by the current of fubfequent events, been led to 
declare, that America ftands in need of com- 
mercial treaties with mo nation on earth, and par- 
ticularly with Britain! It was hoped that the Se- 
nate would adopt the regulations, propofed and 
paffedin the other Houfe, and it was naturally ex- 
pectedgthat an@itempt to force a treaty dowf the 
throat of the Britifh would produce juft a contra- 
ry effe&t. TheSenate faw through the veil of dif- 
guifed hoftility, and the Executive took the necef- 
fary meafures to accomplifh, without force, what 
the infidious propofals profeffed to have in view, 
but what they were in reality intended to prevent. 


But we muft not quit this fubje& without hear- 
ing Citizen Fauchet, of treacherous memory, who 
is a moft excellent expofitor of dark points. “ The 
“ feflions of 1793 and 1794,” fays he, “had given 
** importance to the republican party [vulgarly call- 
** ed the French faction}, aud folidity to its accufa- 
** tions. The propofitions of Mr. Madifon,or his pro- 
“ je&t of a navigation att, of which Mr. ‘Fefferson 
“ was originally the author, fapped the Britifh in- 
** tereft, now an integral part of the financiering 
“ fyftem.”—-Thus we fee, then,that the famous re- 
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solutions that were to fap the Britifh intereft, or 
trade, the revenue yoy from which was become 
an integral part of the financiering fyftem, were 
afcribed to a wrong perfon ; and that patriot Ma- 
difon, who has been honoured with fuch loads of 
democratic applaufe on this account, was no more 
than the paflive inftrument of the then Secretary 
of State; he was no more, in the opinion of 
Fauchet at leaft, than the fore-horfe of the French 
team, that the Virginian Philofopher, with his long 
whip, was driving through the mire of oppofition. 
Full well I remember the time. The little man 
bridled up and affumed a vaft deal of felf-impor- 
tance ; but weare now told that the trappings were 
not his own, and are left to fuppofe, that his va- 
nity was nothing more than that of a quadruped 
leader, whofe head the partial clown + hung 
with bells or decorated with garlands.—I do not 
like this comparifon. The horfe is a noble, ma- 
jeftic animal ; and we all know how offenfive 
fuch ideas are to republican minds, though figur- 
atively ufed. They do not goin teams, otherwife 
I might have been led to one of thofe fagacious 
and ever honoured, though comparatively dimi- 
nutive creatures, on which the Redeemer of the 
World made his public entry into Jerufalem. 


Mr. Jefferfon quitted the field before the ftormy 
times of /equeftration and total prohibition came 
on; but, if we may believe Fauchet (who certain- 
ly was in all the fecrets of the antifederal party), 
we fhall find that retirement was not the only 
thing he fighed for. ‘ Confult Munroe” (fays 
Fauchet, in his letter to the Convention), ‘“‘ Con- 
“ fult Munroe; he had apprized me of the men 
““ whom the current of events had dragged along 
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as bodies devoid of weight. His friend Madi- 
* fon is alfo an honeff man” [in the French fenfe 
of the word, of courfe]. “ Jefferfon, on whom the 
% {eres caft their eyes to fucceed the Prefident, 

as forefeen thefe crifes. He prudently retired.” 
For what ?—To enjoy the tranquil pleafures 
of a country life? To become one of “ God’s 
“ chofen people, if he ever had a chofen people,” 
as he himfelf calls the cultivators of the land >— 
It was not for this. He did not retire merely to 
wander through the groves, to liften to the oaten 
reed of the fmutty fwains, nor to folace his limbs 
in the filver brooks of his modern Arcadia ; no, 
nor to inhale the fragrance of its tobacco-fields 
neither. “ He prudently retired, to avoid making 
“ a figure, againft his inclination, in {cenes, the fe- 
*© cret of which will foon or late be brought to light.” 
Thank ye, Fauchet. Had it not been for the 
clue, which you have here given us, fome artful 
people might yet continue to affert, and fome filly 
people to believe, that “ Mr. Jefferfon retired 
** from the foppery of the monarchical court of 
* Philadelphia, with no other motive than that of 
* adding to the ftock of philofophy, to the litera- 
“ ry honour of America, and the good of man- 
** kind.” 


ce 
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Mr. Jefferfon did, then, forefee “ thefe crifes,” 
thefe troublefome times ; he forefaw the violent 
conduc of the Houfe of Reprefentatives: he fore- 
faw that the oppofition to the excife law would 
end where it did, in open rebellion; and forefee- 


ing all this, “he prudently retired, to avoid mak- 


ing a figure again/t his inclination,” on the fide 
of government (which, as Secretary of State, he 
muft have done), left thereby he fhould lofe the 
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future fupport of the “patriots,” who had “ caft 
«« theireyes on him to fucceed the Prefident.” The 
partizans of Mr. Jefferfon fay, that fuch was the 
opinion of Fauchet only! This is precifely what I 
want them to allow. ‘The opinion of the French 
minifter affuredly became the opinion of his maf- 
ters; aud, it is their opinion refpecting Mr. Jef- 
ferfon’s principles that I am endeavouring to make 
appear. Whether they were deceived by appear- 
ances, or not, is of little confequence now. It 
is from what they thought of Mr. Jefferfon, whether 
right or wrong, that we are to form an eftimate of 
their motivesin attempting to impofe him, as Pre- 
fident, on the people of the United States. 


Now that the eleCtioneering manceuvres have 
failed, the hirelings of France pretend, that Adet’s 
Notes were by no means intended to have the ef- 
fe& which has been looked upon as their princi- 
pal objeét ; and that it is the height, the very fum- 
mit of abfurdity, to fuppofe any fuch thing, to fup- 
pofe what is now reduced to a certainty as indif- 
putable as any that ever was eftablifhed. 


The Notes in fubftance declare, that the 
French are offended at the conduét of the Prefi- 
dent and his council, that they have refolved on 
feizing cur veffels, and on breaking off all diplo- 
inatic communication with us, till the govern- 
ment returns to itfelf ; not forgetting to hint at 
the fame time, and that in terms comprchenfible 
to the meaneft capacity, that a change of men as 
well as meafures, is the only means of reconcilia- 
tion. 


As to nominating the fucceflors of General 


Wafhington and his officers of ftate, that could 
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have anfwered no ufeful end; that part of the bu- 
finefs was prudently left to their faithful ftipen- 
diaries, who immediately exclaimed, as if from 
fudden infpiration, that Mr. Jefferfon was the only 
man capable of making our peace with the juftly 
enraged, “ terrible republic.” However, left we 
fhould defpife the vociferations of this vile herd, 
Citizen Adet takes care to drag Mr. Jefferfon in- 
to his firft Note, and that in fuch a way as leaves 
not the leaft doubt as to his object in fo doing. 


Still, however, there would be fome little lati- 
tude fordifpute, were the #ime and manner of com- 
municating thefe Notes left out of the queftion. 


All the pretended grounds of complaint, among 
which I inelude the ratification of the Britith 
treaty, exifted in the month of July, 1795. How 
came it to pafs, then, that the Convention of 
France, whom I hope no body will accufe of an 
over degree of lenity and forbearance; how came 
it to pafs, that thefe vengeful defpots, who fcent 
the blood of difobedient nations from afar, and 
are ever ready to rufh upon their prey ; how came 
it that they fhould referve their threats till the 2d 
of July 1796? Again; fuppofing for a moment, 
that their wrath had lain dormant all this while, how 
did it happen that the determination to mena¢ée 
us with chaftifement, which was taken on the 2d 
of July, was kept a profound fecret till the 27th 
of Oétober, four entire months all but five days, ina 
feafon of the year when even two months is a long 
paflage from France to the United States? Mr. 
Pickering expreffed his furprife, and well he might, 
that the violent refolutions of the Convention 
fhould be notified at fo late an hour, and without 
any new fubject of complaint. Hada redrefs of the 
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injuries complained of. been the -obje& of the 
Notes, and of the meafures they communicate, 
why were they delayed for a year and four 
months, and then poured out upon us all of a fud- 
den, on the 27th of OG&ober, 1796, feven days 
previous to the eleétion? 


The manner, too, of the communication clearly 
proves its intent. If reparation of wrongs had 
been the real end propofed, why was the commu- 
nication not left with the government, which alone 
could make that reparation? Why did Citizen 
Adet treat with the people? And why did he do 
this before it was pofhible for him to know what 
anfwer he fhould receive from the government? 
His appeal from the government to the people 
was an outrage of decency, 2 violation of the law 
of nations, and a direét attack on the fovereignty 
of the United States ; it was an aé that the Con- 
vention itfelf had recalled Genet for salking of 
only; and why fhould they now authorize its com- 
miffion, unlefs to anfwer fome end of extraordina- 
ry importance? It was eafy to forefee that the 
Prefident would not publifh thefe Notes, till ac- 
companied with a refutation of the charges they 
contain, and then they would not only have ap- 
peared difarmed, but alfo too late for effecting 
their purpofe. 

To the conclufion, neceffarily refulting from 
thefe obfervations, it has been objected, 1ft, that 
the Convention could not be informed of Gen. 
Wafthington’s intention to refign, at the time when 
they gave their minifter his inftructions, and there- 
fore could not poffibly do it with a view of fright- 
ening the people into a choice of Mr. Jefferfon: 
and edly, that Adet could have no fuch intention, 
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orhe would have publifhed his notes at an earlier 
day, to give them time to reach every quarter of 
the Union, before the eleétion came on. 


With refpe& to the firft of thefe objections, I 
allow that it is poffible, that the {pies of the Con- 
vention had not been able to apprize them of the 
Prefident’s defign ; I allow that that arch fiend, 
formerly bifhop of Autun, who had wound his pro- 
tean form into all the circles of Philadelphia; I 
will allow that even the devil, their conftant cro- 
ny; had not apprized them of it ; but what is that 
to the purpofe ? Citizen Fauchet, though apprized 
of a good deal, was not apprized of it ; yet he was 
apprized, that “the patriots had fixed their eyes 
* on Mr. Fefferfon to fucceed the Prefident ;” 
and of this he informed the Convention. It was 
not, therefore, neceflary that they fhould be ap- 
ee of General Wafhington’s intention to re- 
ign. Mr. Jefferfon was to be oppofed to whomfo- 
ever fhouldappear as a candidate for the office, 
whether Wafhington, or Adams, or any body elfe; 
and as the French knew when the election mutt 
take place as well as we did, time wasall they had 
to attend to. So that this mighty obje¢tion is at 
once fo completely done away, that even fools 
may walk over it blindfolded. 


As to the fecond obje€tion, that Adet could not 
publifh his menaces with an intention of influenc- 
ing the people in theirc.. “ze, becaufe the publica- 
tion did not take place time enough to reach every 
quarter of the Union, previous to the day of elec- 
tion, every man, however carelefs an obferver he 
may be of the politics of the different flates, muft 
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fee that the publication took place foon enough 
and not a moment too late. 

There were two notes, the firft was intendedto 
influence the people in their choice of eleétors, 
and the laft to influence the eleors in their 
choice of the Prefident. One was publifhed fe- 
ven days only before the people met, and the 
other about asmany days before the affembling of 
the electors. That this was not time enough for them 
toreachevery ftateisevident,anditisas evident,that, 
to accomplifh their obje&, it was not neceflary they 
fhould. The feniiments of the people to the north 
of the Delaware, and of thofe to the south of the Po- 
tomack, were as well known before the eleétion as 
they are atthis day. Pennfylvania and Maryland 
alone were juftly looked upon as balancing be- 
tween the two candidates; and feven days was a 
fpace of time juft fufficient to give circulation to 
the threats, without leaving time for the people 
and their electors to recover from the panic, that 
it was hoped they would produce, before the elec- 
tion wasover. ‘The Jacobins, as Burke obferves, 
are very accurate calculators. They never mifs 
the nickof time. They know to amoment when 
to look big, and when to fawn: when to give you 
the fraternal hug, and when to knock you down. 


The refult has proved, that all that was to be 
feared or hoped for, by either party, lay in thefe 
two States, and therefore the Frenchman’s blun- 
derbufs was difcharged juft in time to have all 
the influence that it was probable, or poilible, it 
fhould have. 1 feela fatisfaétion, however, in af- 
ferting, that it had none at all. ‘The votes for Mr. 
Adams in Maryland prove that French principles 
have loft, in place of gaining ground,in that State ; 
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and, as to poor Pennfylvania, though appearances 
are againft her, though fourteen French votes to 
one American one brand her with ignominy, yet I 
hope, with the indulgence of the reader, to prove, 
that this unfortunate State, this faireft fifter of the 
family, appears much more culpable than fhe real- 
ly is, and that her tranfgreflion has proceeded 
from her amiable weaknefs rather than from any 


radical vices. 


In this ftate the eleGtors are not chofen fi 
parate diftriéts. Each diftriét does not begin 
clofe the eleétion of its ele€tors ; but, fifteen per- 
fons become candidates for the eleCtorfhip of the 
whole ftate. The fame men are put up and voted for 
in all the diftri&s; the whole number of votes for 
each man are at laft colle€ted-by the governor 
(whofe condué in the prefent eleétion I would ap- 
plaud, were I not afraid the honeft reader would 
kick me for it), who then iffues his proclamation 
declaring who are the perfons chofen. From this 
regulation it follows, that a majority of a fingle 
votey upon the whole number of freemen, may 
give the ftate the appearance of unanimity on a 
point on which it is nearly equally divided. This 
was not far from being the cafe in the election we 
are now fpeaking of. According tothe return, 
one would be led to imagine, that fourteen out of 
fifteen Pennfylvanians were for Jefferfon ; where- 
as the faét is, that, out of twenty thoufand votes, 
his eleGtors had a majority of no more than about 

one hundred and feventy,a number that, when com- 
pared to the whole mafs, is hardly worthy of be- 
ing called a cafting voice. So that the peoplein 
Pennfylvania may be looked upon as having been 
equally divided between the two candidates 
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It is fair alfo to obferve, that this ftate labours 
under difadvantages, in this refpeé&, that no other 
ftate does. Hers is precifely that climate that 
fuits the vagabonds of Europe: here they may 
bafk in fummer, andlay curled upin winter, with- 
out fear of fcorching in one feafon or freezing in 
the other. Accordingly hither they come in 
fhoals, juft roll themfelves a-fhore, and begin to 
fwear and poll away as if they had been bred to 
the bufinefs from their infancy. She has, too, un- 
happily acquired a reputation for the mildnefs, or 
rather the feeblenefs, of her laws. “ There’s no 

gallows in Pennsylvania!” Thefe glad tidings 
have rung through all the democratic club-rooms, 
all the dark affemblies of traitors, all the dun- 
geons and cells of England, Scotland and Ire- 
land. Hence it is that we are overwhelmed with 
the refufe, the fweepings, of thofe kingdoms, the 
offal of the jail and the gibbet. Hence it is that 
we fee fo many faces that never looked comely but 
inthe pillory, limbs that are awkward out of 


chains, and necks that feem made to be ftretch- 
ed. 


Among all this refugee, renegade, and feloni- 
ous crew, Mr. Adams was not difhonoured with 
a fingle vote ; and yet, after all, he would have 
had a great majority, had it not been for the 
unanimity ‘with which he ws. oppofed by the 
counties fo /ately in a ftate of open rebellion, and 
by the county (not the city) of Philadelphia. Next 
to the honour of having the fupport of all the men 
of property, fenfe and virtue, in this populous 
ftate, the Prefident muft efteem that of being re- 
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jeGted by the conftituents of a Findly, a Gallatin 
and a Blair M‘Clenachan. * 





faid enough in other places ; of the 
thing ; it will be fufficient to tranf- 
dvertifement that was publifhed a 


* Oft he two former I have 
latter I have no need to fay any 
cribe from the public papers, an a 
few days after his election. 


CAUTION. 


Wael very large and heavy debts are juftly due and owing 
from Blair M‘Clenachan and Patrick Moore, of the city of 
Philadelphia, merchants, trading under the firm of Blair M‘Clenachan 
and P. Moore, and from Blair M‘Clenachan, in his feparate capacity 
—to which, by the laws of the land, all the joint, as well as the fepa- 
rate property of the faid gentlemen, is and ouglit to be liable. And 
whereas, it is clearly and {atisfaCtorily afcertained, that Mr. Blair M‘- 
Clenachan, one of the faid firm, has conveyed away to Mr. John H. 
Hutton, his fon in law—to his daughter Mifs M‘Clenachan—and to his 
fou George M‘Clenachan, feveral large and very valuable real eftates, 
as well as confiderable perfonal property in the city and county of 
Philadelphia, in the county of Lancafter, in the county of New-Caftle 
on Delaware, and elfewhere, with a view, as it is apprehended, to 
defeat the creditors in the recovery of their juft debts. This is there- 
fore to forewarn all perfons, whomfoever, againft the purchafe, from 
the faid parties, or either of them, of any portion of the faid real or 
perfonal property, as the moft rigorous meafures will, without delay, 
be taken, to render the fame liable to the juft demands of the credi- 
tors. By order of the Creditors, 

THOMAS FITZSIMONS, 

PHILIP NICKLIN, 

ISAAC WHARTON, Committec. 

WILLIAM M‘MURTRIE, 

SAMUEL W. FISHER, 

Philad. December 19, 1796. 


There’s a fine Congrefs-man for you !—This was the man who, 
in the prefence of his many-headed fovereign, in town meeting aflem- 
bled, propofed to kick the Britith Treaty to hell; and it was for this 
patriotic motion, I prefume, that his gracious liege chofe him for a 
reprefentative. Difcreet choice! immaculate delegate! infallible 
fovereign! If there’s a damn’d rotten rafcally borough in the uni- 
verfe, that ever made fuch a choice as this, I’ll be bound to cut my 
throat, and fuffer the fans-culotte fovereign of the county of Phila- 
delphia, the hob fnob fniggar-fnee-ers of Germantown, to kick me 
about in my blood, till my corpfe is as ugly and filthy and difguiting 
as their living carcafles are. 
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I now difmifs the fubje&t, well affured that 
there is not a man capable of putting two ideas 
together, who is not well convinced, that the 
Notes of Citizen Adet, and even the plundering 
decree that they announce, were innaded chiefly, 
if not folely, to frighten the people of thefe States 
into a choice agreeable to the tyrants of France. 
From the intended effects of this nefarious, this 
deteftable projeét, we have been preferved, not by 
the counter endeavours of the friends to govern- 
ment, for thefe were at once tardy and illy con- 
ducted ; not by the influence of the public prints, 
for three-fourths of them aided the caufe of the 
treacherous foe; not by that pretended light 
which we have acquired in thefe illuminating 
days, for in all thofe places where men are moft 
converfant in what is called politics, there the 
French have received the greateft fupport; but 
by that plain good fenfe, the natural effect of experi- 
ence operating ona found mind. It is this quality, 
in a people far preferable to all the brilliancy of 
wit and talents, that has faved America in fo 
many perils, in fpite of all the vile and fubtle 
arts of enemies forcign and domeftic, and even 
in fpite of national paffions and prejudices. 


THE FESTIVAL OF FOOLS. 


“ On Thurfday, the 6th of February, at O’El- 
“ ler’s Hotel, the Anniverfary of Alliance be- 
“ tween the American and French Republics 
[that is to fay French Monarchy] was com- 
“* memorated by as refpectable an affociation of 
citizens as was, perhaps, ever convened, on a 
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«< fimilar occafion { well put in }].—The company 
“ confifted of a /arge number of members of the 
« Federal and State Legifiatures, of citizens of 
“ acknowledged patriotism, and forcigners of dif- 
« tinétion, among whom was Dr. Prie/t/y, [ and 
Citizen Adet.|——Chief Juftice M‘Kean, and 
« Mr. Langdon {Old Johnny Langdon] pre- 
« fided.——The enthufiafm, convivial gaiety,and 
« elevation of patriotifm, infpired by the celebra- 
“ tion of an ra interefting in the annals of li- 
‘ berty, /bed through the whole company a gw 
‘ of light, which every one fée/t and expreffed 
‘ with ardour. The repaft was eujoyed with mo- 
* deration { blefs us ! ral without even an ap- 
* proach to intemperance.” 
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Now, hang me, Mr. News-Monger, if I believe 
this laft affertion ; for, though I am none of the 
moft incredulous ; though I knowthe magic, and 
more than magic, power of liberty; though I 
might even raife my mind to the conception of 
nonfenfe, and really believe that this enchantrefs 
did shed a glow, anda ghw of /ight too, and that 
that light was felt; though it 1s pofflible that I 
might be elevated or ftupid enough to believe all 
this, or rafcal enough to pretend to believe it, yet 
I never can or will believe that there was no 
“ approach to iatemperance” at this civic feftival ; 
unlefs want of cafh prevented it. When I en- 
ter on the pious office of Gazette-Man, I will ob- 
ferve a ftrifter adherence to truth. 





But, to proceed; “ After dinner the following 
TOASTS were drank ;” that is to fay, in Englifh, 
drunk.—But why do I attempt to criticife? We 
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all know, that, in literature, a News-monger ranks 
next after a dray-horfe. 


Now to the Toa/?s that were drank, and that I 
have kept too long from the thirfty reader. 


1- THE DAY—may it ever be a feftival to freemen ; 
and the alliance which it gave birth to, be regarded, as 
a key ftone in the arch of liberty—Mufic, Yankee doodle. 


2- The People—knowledge to difcern their rights and 
fpirit and firmnefs to aflert them.—Reveil du Peuple. 


3- The United States—may they ever be an afylum 
for the opprefled, and become a terror to oppreflors. 


As they are now to the vile, infamous gallic 
opprefiors of our commerce, I fuppofe? 


4- The Republic of France—may the be as diftinguith- 
ed in peace, as fhe is formidab'e in war—that her happi- 
nefs may allure other nations into an imitation of her ex- 
ample.—Ca Ira. 


5- The Batavian Republic—may her experience in- 
ftruct other nations to {hun a tyrant’s grafp, for a free- 
man’s embrace.—La Carmagnole. 


Excellent irony ! 


6. The Revolutionary Army of the United States— 
may the fruits of their labours be no longer enjoyed by 
the enemiesof American Independence—Lexington march. 


That is to fay; “rife, fans-culottes, and feize 
on the property of the rich!” 


7. The memory of thofe heroes, who fell in defence of 


American Liberty—mzay the infeription upon their tombs, 
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call a tear from gratitude, and abluth from apo/tacy.—So- 
lemn mufic. 


8. The philofophers and patriots, who planned and con- 
duéted the American Revolution—may the fplendor of 
their actions and the dignity of their meafures, teach go- 
vernments, that hone/?y is the beft policy. 


9: The Conftitution of the United States—-may it prove 
an effectual, and not a nominal check on the defigns of am- 
bition. 


We underftand all this perfe&tly well. The 
charge of apoffacy, the hint at dishonefty, and the 
check on the defigns of ambition, are taken from 
Paine’s moft impudent and infamous letter to Gen. 
Wafhington. Would that their beer had been 
drugged with fomething that would for ever, aye 
for ever, have-filenced their faétious tongues ! 


10- The Commonwealth of Pennfylyania, may the be 
as diftinguifhed in the caufe of republicanifm, as fhe has 
been confpicuous in that of humanity. 


** Poor Pennfylvania keeps no gallows !” fays 
a modern poem, in which gallows, with fingular 
elegance and harmony, rhymes to Da/fas. Poor 
unfortunate ftate! Look atthe men who extol 
thy humanity, and then blufh at it. 


11» The Freedom of the Prefs, may this palladium of 
our rights ever remain uninfluenced by power, unbiafled 
by party, and unfeduced by corruption. 


This laft toaft might have been fpared in tender- 


nefs to the feelings of Citizen Adet, and Mr. 
Bache. 
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12- The memory of Franklin and Rittenhoufe—may } 
their example inftru& the philofopher and the ftatefman, 


that true glory confifts in doing good to mankind. So- 
lemn mufic. 


That deifm is philofophy no one will deny, and 
therefore I cannot difpute the claim here prefer- 
red to the title ; but what good did Rittenhoufe 
do to mankind? Dr. Rufh, indeed, fays, that he 
did a great deal, and particularly to his own coun- 
try ; but, with all due fubmiffion to the hyperbol- 
ical bombaft of Dr. Ruth, and his ew/ogium on the 
polttics of Mr. Rittenhoufe, I never heard of any 
good to mankind, and particularly America, that 
he did, except determining the boundaries of fome 
of the States, “‘ which he did with great preci- 
“* fon,” and which I could have done as well as 
he, had I receivedthe fame pay forit. One fingu- 
lar fervice, indeed, he rendered his country, and 
that gratis too: he volunteered as president of 
that feditious club, the Democratic Society of Phi- 
ladelphia, and he himfelf figned the inflammato- 
ry refolves againft the excife law, which encour- 
aged the malcontents to rife in open rebellion, for 
the quelling of which, reader, you and I have 
paid, and ftill pay, a portion of our earnings.— 
The devil take fuch “ good to mankind,” | fay ! 
—Doé€.or Rufh is a very fine man, to be fure, and 
he writes in a fine Dottor-like manner; but the 
remorfelefs Do€tor Rufh thall d/eed me till I amas 
white as this paper, before I’ll allow that this was 
“ doing good to mankind.” 


Mr. Rittenhoufe’s real friends have too much 
difcretion to compliment his underftanding at the 
expenfe of his heart. They confefs that his fim- 
plicity and want of political knowledge expofed 
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him to the duplicity of thofe fubtle fiends in hu- 
man fhape, who were at the bottom of the demo- 
‘cratic inftitution, and who only wanted the weight 
of his name. But his eulogift will infift that he 
was fo profound, fo farfighted a politician, that 


‘he even fceented the delicious days of republican- 
‘ifm twenty years before they arrived! Nay, fuch 
‘is the zeal of Dr. Rufh, that he vows and declares 


his friend was born a republican ; though every 
one knows, that he was born under the royal go- 
vernment of Britain. But, don’t let us mifcon- 
ftrue the Doétor. He means a mental republi- 
can. Born a mental republican! Upon my foul 
it is a wonder he had not traced his republicanifm 
a little further back, and turned the eulogium on 
his deceafed fubje& into a lecture of anatomy. 


Either Mr. Rittenhoufe was the dupe of the 
Democratic Society, or he was not. If he was, 
the eulogium on his politics was as unjuft as it was 
abfurd ; if he was not, the eulogium on his good- 
nefs of heart was more fo. In fhort all thatis faid, 
in this performance, of Mr. Rittenhoufe’s philo- 
fophy, fhould have been better faid, and all that 
is faid of his politics fhould have been omitted. 
The former is a dry uninterefting narrative, and 
the latter fo glaring a.departure from truth, that it 
will attract but little more refpe& for his memory, 
than the hog’s-wath foa/’s of the factious Society 
of which he was Prefident. 


We now come to Do@or Frankiin’s “ good to 
“ mankind.”—As a politician, his wifhing to give 
up the fifheries and Weftern Pofts, for fear of of- 
fending France, isa convincing proof of his merit, 
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and muft render a toaft to his memory particular- 
ly pleafing to Citizen Adet. As a moralift the 
Dotor’s “example” is certainly a ufeful one; more 
efpecially in a country like this that is thinly in- 
habited. “ Increafe and multiply,” is an injunc- 
tion that this great man had continually in his 
mind ; and fuch was his zeal in the fulfilment of 
it, that he paid very little attention to time or 
place or perfon. 


13- The Arts and Sciences ; May the former be culti- 
vated for our comfort, and the latter for our fecurity. 


14- The fifter Republics of America and France; As 
the exertions of France contributed to our freedom, may 
the exertions of America never tend to her oppreffion. 
Marfeillois hymn. 


15- Peace, Liberty and Independence ; may we culti- 
vate the one as neceflary to our profperity ; cherith the 
other as effential to our happinefs ; and never proftitute 
the latter to ambition or tyranny- 


16. The Republic cf Great-Britain ; may the prefent 
year witnefs a jubilee, as neceflary to the happinefs of Bri- 
tons as to the tranquillity of mankind. Britons /frike home. 


I prefume that Doétor Prieftly gave this toaft ; 
that fame loyal Doétor Prieftly, who in juftifying 
himfelf to the people of Birmingham, told them 
that he had toafted “the king and conftitution.” 
About this gentleman I fhall fay more by- 
and-by ; at prefent I would afk, how it happens, 
that all the declared enemies of Great-Bnitain, 
pray that fhe may become a Republic / Is this a 
proof of their looking upon fuch a change as a 
bleffing, or as a curfe ? “ Britons /Irike home.” 
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{piteful, bloody-minded fans-culottes ; Britons, 
true Britons, fcorn your infinuation, and reject 
your fanguinary precept with horror. When they 
Shrike home, it is againft thofe foes of their king and 
their country, who have the courage to face them: 
as for impotent enemies like you, whofe prowefs 
is confined to malicious wifhes, fpued out over 
your muddy beverage, you are too much honour- 
ed by their contempt. 


18. Spain, the friend of France, and the United States ; 
may our treaty with her, never give way to Mr. Jay’s. 


This friend of the United States, has juft declar- 
ed war againft Great Britain, and one of the rea- 
fons, is, that Great Britain, in her treaty with A- 
merica, has facrificed the interefts of Spain! There’s 
friendship for you now! Did you ever bear of fuch 
friendfhip in your life? 


19- The Governor of the Common-wealth of Penn- 
fylvania. 


20- A f{peedy relief to Thomas Muir, that fuffering 
friend of liberty. 


** Pennfylvania keeps no gallows,” either, for 
Jedition or overdrawing at the Bank. Huzza! 
Huzza ! 


21+ The combined fleets of France, Spain and Bataviae 


And may they quit their ports, and come with- 
in gun-fhot of John Bull. 
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After Dr» Prieftley retired: 


22- May liberty be asimmortal, as fcience and the name 
of Prieftley. 


23: Thomas Jefferfon, the illuftrious philofopher, pa- 
triot and ftatefman. 


24: National Gratitude ; may it ever be recognized by 
freemen, and denied by none but apoftates. 


After Mr. Adet retired. 


25- Mr. Adet, late Minifter of the French Republic. 


This toaft alone would have characterized the 
feftival. Citizen Adet has heaped infult upon in- 
fult on the government and on the whole coun- 
try, and yet he was entitled to the applaufe of thefe 
people. Such applaufe, however, muft be but a 
poor compenfation for the cold reception that the 
Citizen meets with every where elfe. It was a 
fort of dumb peal to his departed rank. Since his 
felf-fufpenfion, his diplomatic fuicide, he is be- 
come a mere carcafs; a carcafs that does ftill 
walk about, ’tis true; but the minifterial foul is 
fled, and perhaps, already animates fome luckier 
mortal.—He is, or rather he was (poor man! ) a 
member of the Philofophical Society of Philadel- 
phia, and, as fuch, I make no doubt that the Eu- 
logift in ordinary is now preparing his fyneral ora- 
tion. His having departed this life three months 
ago, is of no kind of confequence with thefe phi- 
lofophers, who always think that it is time 
enough to begin weeping for a deceafed brother 
when his body is half devoured by the Worms. 
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The chief juftice being retired. 
26. Thomas M‘Kean, Chief Juftice of Pennfylvania. 


Reader, comparifons are odious you kaow, and 
therefore don’t you go to afk me what the people 
of Weftminfter would have thought, if they had 
feen Lord Mansfield boozing and bawling in a 
public-houfe along with thirty or forty of the rab- 
ble, headed by a foreign agent, at open enmity 
with the government. What fuits very well in 
one country, does not fuit at allin another; and 
therefore I beg you will not afk me any fuch 
{neering queftions as this. 


However, every one may fpeak for himfelf, 
and I will fay, that if ever I fhould become a 
judge (of which I fee no reafon to defpair), and 
fhould fo far forget the dignity of my ftation as 
to become the companion of a herd of fottifh mal- 
contents, may all the world that moment forget 
what is due to me. May my family difown my 
{way ; may my own rib rife up againft my lawful 
authority ; may fhe be the curfedeft fhrew that 
ever wielded a broom-ftick ; may fhe belabour 
me with the tongs, cut me over the ¢é 'e, rib-roaft 
me, till lam obliged fo cal/ in the neighbours to 
fhelter me from the effects of her wrath. 


Mr. Langdon having retired. 
27+ John Langdon, an old whig. 


Do you know what an o/d wig is, reader? It is 
a very ill-looking, nafty, defpifed and neglected 
thing, fit for nothing but to be trodden under foot, 
or thrown to the dungbil. il. Wigs, when new, are 
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paflable; and, fome years ago, they were very 
fafhionable, and very ufeful too; but of late years, 
whether new or old, they have been found to be 
of no kind of utility, either in England or this 
country. The fact is. that the wigs, at laft, 
thought themfelves heads, and from that moment, 
every man, who had too much fpirit tobe wig-rid- 
den, threw off the cumbrous companion. 


I fhall now difmifs the toaffers, but not without 
remarking, what is well worth remarking, that, as 
Doctor Prieftley aflifted at the Philadelphia com- 
memoration of the French alliance, fo Napper 
7 andy affifted at the fame commemoration at New- 
York, where the foa/’s breathed juft as much foul 
air againft the Federal Government as thofe of 
Philadelphia did. ‘This would prove, if proof of 
the fact were yet wanted, that men of faétion 
will ftill be faétious in whatever country and un- 
der whatever government they may live. Here 
is no eftablifhed hierarchy for Door Prieftley to 
rail at, nor are there any tithes for him to wrangle 
for ; andyet he cannot bequiet. Wherever the 
ftandard of difcontent is hoifted, there the Doctor 
is a volunteer, ready armed and accoutred, 
whether it be ina conventicle or a club-room, 
whether the attack be to be made with feraps of 
fcripture, mangled and profaned fromthe quiver- 
ing lips of malice, or with blackguard toafts roared 
forth from the lungs of gluttony and drunkennefs. 


After this inftance of hoftility (as far as ex- 
haufted powers can lead him) againftthe General 
Government of America, I hope we fhall hear 
no more of his peaceable difpofition, of his com- 
ing amongft us “ to enjoy that toleration which 
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* his native land denied him,” and of his with to 
“ continue unmolefled thole purfuits of various 
** literature to which, without having ever enter- 
** ed into any political connections, his life has been 
** devoted.” If he never before entered into fo- 
litical conneGions, he has done it now, at any rate. 
If his prefent intimacy, 1 fay intimacy, with Citi- 
zen Adet; his toafting fuccefs to the fleets of 
France, Spain, and Batavia, and the infulting far- 
cafms on the Federal Government, contained in 
the above lift ; if his herding along with all thofe 
who hate, who oppofe and who flander this go- 
vernment, and whofe only objeét is to overturn it, 
and render the country dependent on France ; if 
this be not entering into political connections, 1 do 
not know what is. 


I hope alfo, that thofe who were fimple enough 
to believe the Doétor, when he profeffed his at- 
tachment to the royal government of his country, 
and folemnly declared that neither he nor his 
friends thought of, or wifhed for, a revolution, 
will be convinced of his duplicity, when they hear 
him toafting “The Republic of Great Britain,” 
and wifhing that the prefent year may witncfs the 
jubilee ; the revolutionary jubilee, the jubilee of 
plunder and carnage, of incendiaries, thieves, 
philofophers and cannibals. 


The condué& of this perfevering demagogue, 
and that of allthofe who, like him, have fled from 
Britain to America, is the beft juftification that 
the {trong meatures of Billy Pitt can have. While 
on the other fide of the water, they ouly wanted a 
reform, a gentle reform ; a very little would have 
done ; a correction of abufes or fo. ‘They only 
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wanted to “ reftore to the conftitution its primi- 
“ tive purity, Its ancient integrity and excellence. 
“ The tools of power had infinuated that they 
““ wanted to pu// down, when their only intention 
“was to repair, the goodly fabric.” This was 
their plaintive cant while in England; but, once 
arrived in America, once removed from the dan- 
gers of Botany Bay, the jailand the halter, they 
have no fcruple to coufefs, nay they boaft, that if 
tyranny had not difappointed their projeéts, they 
would, e’re this, have repaired “the goodly fa- 
“ bric,” into a republic, and buried king George 
under the rubbifh. 


Let this, then, be a warning to you, Englifhmen 
(if ever thefe remarks fhould fall into your 
hands): beware of the pit that thefe fubtle fiends 
are preparing for you; be blind to their pauper 
exhibitions, and deaf to their crocodile cries. If 
you follow them but one ftep, you are gone, you 
are engulphed for éver. Under your govern- 
ment, whatever faults it may have (for none ever 
was without), your property and perfons are in 
fafety ; under the change that they would ope- 
rate, neither -would be of long exiftence: firft 
they would take your money and goods, and then, 
for fear of your revenge for the robbery, your 
lives. This is the fure and certain progrefs in 
which they advance, and to this tend all their 
words and all theiractions. We know them bet- 
terthan you do. The fight of the gibbet kept 
them in awe, impofed a reftraint on their tongues ; 
we have feen their bofoms bare, and have had the 
diferetion to profit from the difcovery. 


























43 


When in Britain, they, like their apoftle of fe- 
dition, Paine, held up our government to your 
imitation, and dunned your ears with the rare 
talents and virtues of our Chief; but now, be- 
hold ! they flander both. Our governmentis but 
a copy of yours, and General Wafhington is be- 
come an apoftate, a hypocrite, a George Guelph. 
This “ land of liberty,” (and which is truly 
fuch, if ever there was a land of liberty in the 
world) This “land of liberty,” to which they 
fled, as they pretended, from the “rude arm of 
** lawlefs power,” is now become aden for flaves, 
** where the proud tyrant, ariftocracy of wealth, 
“ lords it overthe honeft but indigent citizen.”— 
The fame tone, the fame language, the very fame 
expreffions, are now applied to this government, 
with which you were formerly amufed, and, I am 
forry to fay it, of which you had nearly been the 
dupes. If this does not rouze you from your credu- 
lity, if this does not open your eyes, you deferve to 
be plunged into all the horrors of revolution, into 
defolation without bounds and miferies without 
end. 


Recolleé& that this leffon comes to you from 
the United States of America, from Philadelphia, 
the fpot to which your deceivers refortedin hopes 
of meeting men of their own minds. It is with 
pleafure and with pride thatI affure you, they were 
difappointed. A tyrant crowd does not govern here, 
as they were taught, and as they taught you, to 
believe. To fay that they have fallen into ne- 
glect would be too much, for they never were no- 
ticed. Poverty, though rarely vifible here, is ge- 
nerally their lot. Athread-bare coat, a dirty fhirt 
G 
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and a long beard are, with us, the diftinétive 
marks of a Republican Briton. Andthefe are the 
wretches, oh ! credulous Englifhmen! that were 
leading you about in crowds at their heels. Thefe 
were your oracles, the expofitors of your laws and 
the defenders of your rights. Thefe fcrofulous 
philofophers, thefe political lepers, whom we fick- 
en but to fee, you were hugging to your bofoms. 


“ Wifdom is in age ;” but, itfeems, this maxim 
does not hold good with refpeé&. to nations. In 
the calendar of ftates, America was born but yef- 
terday ; yet fhe has had the difcernment to fee 
through, and to fruftrate, the defigns of thofe men, 
who have deftroyed the faireft part of Europe, 
and have fhook the reft to its very bafe. There 
they had to encounter adamantine inflitutions 
grown ftronger with time: here there feemed no- 
thing to oppofe them, the whole continent lay 
open to their demon-like affaults; yet have they 
been completely defeated by the peaceful opera- 
tion of the national good fenfe. In vain did they 
attempt to cajole us; in vain did they affume the 
language, and put on the garb, of liberty; it was 
foon perceived tbat their liberty and ours was not 
the fame thing. Repub/icanifm, was the next bait ; 
but we alfo perceived that it was French and not 
American republicanifm; we faw that as our ftock 
could not be augmented, no good could come 
from a partnerfhip with them. In fhort, (and let 
the emigrating demagogues hear it to their confu- 
fion), as we love order, fo we deteft its oppofite, 
anarchy : as we love a free real republican go- 
vernment, with power to protect and none to op- 
prefs us, fo we deteft that mockery of a republic, 
a bafe, mob-like, pillaging, murderous democracy. 
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I fhall conclude this Cenfor with Mr. Adams’s 
farewel addrefs to the Senate of the United 
States, and the Senate’s anfwer. Such pieces 
every reader of tafte muft with to poffefs in a 
portable form. ; 


SENATE, 
February 15. 


On requeft, the Vice-Prefident of the United 
States being excufed from further attendance’ in 
pate curing the feffion, addreffed them’ as fol- 
OWs : 


Gentlemen of the Senate, 


IF, in the general apprehenfion of an inten- 
tion to retire, in that moft eminent citizen, to 
whom all eyes had been directed and all hearts 
attracted, as the centre of our union for fo long 
a period; the public opinion had exhibited any 
clear indications of another, in whom our fellow 
citizens could have generally united; as foon as 
I read that excellent addrefs which announced 
the neceflity of deliberation in the choice of 
a Prefident; I fhould have imitated the example 
of a charaéter, with which I had co-operated, 
though:in lefs confpicuous and important ftations, 
and maintained an uninterrupted friendfhip for 
two and twenty years. But as a number of cha- 
racters appeared to ftand in the general eftima- 
tion, fo nearly on a level, as to render it difficult 
to conjecture, on which the majority would fall ; 
confidering the relation in which I ftood to the 
people of America, I thought it moft refpe&ful 
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to them, and moft conducive to the tranquillity 
of the public mind, to refign myfelf with others, 
a filent fpe&tator of the general deliberation, and 
a paffive fubje& of public difcuffions. 


Deeply penetrated with gratitude to my coun- 
trymen in general, for their long continued kind- 
nefs to me, and for that fteady and affe&ting con- 
fidence, with which thofe who have moft inti- 
mately known me, from early life, have on fo 
many great occafions entrufted to me, the care 
of their deareft interefts; fince a majority of 
their electors, though a very fmall one, have de- 
clared in my favour, and fince, in a republican 
government, the majority, though ever fo fmall, 
muft of neceffity decide, I have determined at 
every hazard of a high but juft refponfibility, 
though with much anxiety and diffidence, once 
more to engage in their fervice—Their confi- 
dence, which has been the chief confolation of 
my life, is too precious and facred a depofit ever 
to be confidered lightly. As it has been found- 
ed only on the qualities of the heart, it never 
has been, it never can be, deceived, betrayed, 
or forfeited by me. 


It is with relutance, and with all thefe emo- 
tions of gratitude and affection, which a long ex- 
perience of your goodnefs ought to infpite, that I 
now retire from my feat in this houfe, and take 
iny leave of the members of the Senate. 


I ought not to declare, for the laft time, your 
adjournment, before I have prefented to every 
fenator prefent, and to every citizen who has 
ever been a fenator of the United States, my 
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thanks, for the candour and favour invariably re- 
ceived from them all. It is a recollection, of 
which nothing can ever deprive me, and it will 
be a fource of comfort to me, through the re- 
mainder of my life, that, as on the one hand, 
in a government conftituted like ‘ours, I have for 
eight years held the fecond fituation under the 
conftitution of the United States, in perfect and 
uninterrupted harmony with the firft, without 
envy in one, or jealoufy in the other: fo, on 
the other hand, I have never had the {fmalleft 
mifunderftanding with any member of the fenate. 
In all the abftrufe queftions, difficult conjun@ures, 
dangerous emergencies, and animated debates 
upon the great interefts of our country, which 
have fo often and fo deeply impreffed all our 
minds, and interefted the ftrongeft feelings of 
the heart, I have experienced an uniform polite- 
nefs and refpect from every quarter of the houfe. 
When gueftions of no lefs importance than diffe 
culty, have produced a difference of fentiment 
(and differences of opinion will always be found 
in free afiemblies of men, and probably the 
greateft diverfities upon the greateft queftions), 
when the fenators have been equally divided, 
and my opinion has been demanded according 
to the conftitution, I have conftantly found, in 
that moiety of the fenators, from whole judgment 
I have been obliged to diffent, a difpofition to al- 
low me the fame freedom of deliberation and 
independence of judgment which they afflerted 
for themfelves. 


Within thefe walls, for a courfe of years, I 
have been an admiring witnefs of a fucceflion of 
information, eloquence, patriotifm and indepen- 
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dence, which, as they would have done honour 
to any fenate in any age, afford a confolatory 
hope (if the legiflatures of the ftates are equally 
careful in their future felections, which there is 
no reafon to diftruft) that no council more per- 
manent than this as a branch of the legiflature 
will be neceffary, to defend the rights, liberties, 
and properties of the people, and to proteét the 
conftitution of the United States, as well as the 
conftitutions and rights of the individual ftates, 
againit errors of judgment, irregularities of the 
paflions, or other encroachments of human in- 
firmity, or more reprehenfible enterprize, in the 
executive on one hand, or the more immediate 
reprefentatives of the people on the other. 


Thefe confiderations will all confpire to ani- 
mate me in my future courfe, with a confident 
reliance, that as far as my conduét fhall be uni- 
formly meafured by the conftitution of the Unit- 
ed States, and faithfully direéted to the public 
good, I fhall be fupported by the fenate, as well 
as by the houfe of reprefentatives and the people 
at large; and on no other conditions ought any 
fupport at all to be expected or defired. 


With cordial wifhes for your honour, health, 
and happinefs, and fervent prayers for,a conti- 
yuation of the virtues, liberties, profperity and 
peace of our beloved country, | avail myfelf of 
your leave of abfence for the remainder of the 
fefion. 
























IN SENATE, 
Wednefday, February 22. 


The anfwer to the addrefs of the Vice Prefident 
of the United States on his retiring from the Se- 
nate, was yefterday agreed to as follows: 


SIR, 

The Senate of the United States would be 
unjuft to their own feelings, and deficient in the 
performance of a duty their relation to the go- 
vernment of their country impofes, fhould they 
fail to exprefs their regard for your perfon, and 
their refpe&t for your character, in anfwer to the 
addrefs you prefented to them, on your leaving 
a ftation Which you have fo long and fo honour- 


ably filled as their Prefident. 


The motives you have been pleafed to difclofe 
which induced you not to withdraw from the 
public fervice, at a time when your experience, 
talents, and virtues, were peculiarly defirable, 
are as honourable for yourfelf, as from our con- 
fidence in you, Sir, we truft the refult will be 
beneficial to our beloved country. 


When you retired from your dignified feat in 
this houfe, and took your leave of the members 
of the Senate, we felt all thofe emotions of gra- 
titude and affetion, which our knowledge and 
experience of your abilities, and undeviating im- 
partiality ought to infpire; and we fhould with 
painful reluétance endure the feparation, but for 


the confoling reflection, that the fame qualities 
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which have rendered you ufeful, as the Prefident 
of this branch of, the legiflature, will enable you 
to be ftill more fo, in the exalted ftation to which 
you have been called. 


From you, Sir, in whom your country have, 
for a long period, placed a fteady confidence, 
which has never been betrayed or forfeited, and 
to whom they have on fo many occafions en- 
trufted the care of their deareft interefts, which 
have never been abufed.—From you, who hold- 
ing the fecond fituation under the Conftitution of 
the United States, have lived in uninterrupted 
harmony with him who has held the firft. : 


From you we receive with much fatisfaétion, 
the declaration which you are pleafed to make of 
the opinion you entertain of the character of the 
prefent fenators, and of that of thofe citizens who 
have been heretofore fenators. This declaration, 
were other motives wanting, would afford them 
an ineentive to a virtuous perfeverance, in that 
line of condu& which has been honoured with 
your approbation. 


In your future courfe, we entertain no doubt, 
that your official condué, will be meafured by 
the conftitution, and direéted to the public good, 
you have therefore a right to entertain a confi- 
dent reliance, that you will be fupported, as well 
by the people at large as by their conftituted au- 
thorities. 


We cordially reciprocate the wifhes which you 
exprefs for our honour, health, and happinefs : 
we join with yours, our fervent prayers for the 
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continuation of the virtues and liberties of our 
fellow-citizens; for the public profperity and 
peace; and for you we implore the beft reward 
of virtuous deeds, the grateful approbation of 
your conftituents, and the.fmiles of heaven. 


The reply of the Vice Prefident of the United States, 
to the Addre/s of the Senate. Feb. 23, 1797. 


AN addrefs fo refpeétful and affectionate as 
this, from gentlemen of fuch experience and 
eftablifhed charaéter in public affairs, high fta- 
tions in the government of their country, and 
great confideration in their feveral fates, as the 
fenators of the United States, will do me great 
honour, and afford me a firm fupport, wherever 
it fhall be known, both at home and abroad. 
Their generous approbation of my conduét, in 
general, and liberal teftimony to the undeviating 
impartia'*+y of it, in my peculiar relation to their 
body, a charaéter, which, in every fcene and 
employmeat of life, I fhould wifh above all others 
to cultivate and merit; has a tendency to foften 
afperities and conciliate animofities, wherever 
fuch may unhappily exift; an effeét at all times 
to be defired, and in the prefent fituation of our 
country, ardently to be promoted by all good 
citizens. 


I pray the fenate to accept my fincere thanks. 


JOHN ADAMS. 


END OF THE CENSOR FOR JANUARY 1797. 












